All large cities in civilized countries now have, as a part of their municipal organization, an officer or officers whose duties relate to the preservation of the public health ; but the duties and powers of these officers and their relations to other
utilized not only for lighting, but for cooking, heating, and the production of steam-power. Its growth has been rapid, and seems to have outstripped the provisions made for preserving the public health. The water supply of that part of the city known as the south side and east-end districts is more or less polluted, and at least one outbreak of fever has been traced to this cause. The sewerage and drainage of the city are incomplete and unsatisfactory ; but no definite information on this subject is given in this report, since it is under the control of an entirely different department. There is one furnace, worked by natural gas, for the cremation of garbage; but this is quite insufficient to dispose of all this material, and the consequence is that it is thrown at nightinto vacant lots, alleys, etc., for it would seem that the city does not itself manage the garbage-collecting service.
A curious note is to the effect that several hundred cesspools, with the waste water and filth from as many premises, are being drained into some abandoned coal mines which underlie a portion of the city, and that unpleasant odoursare already perceptible as the result. The death-rate of the city wa<?not high, being between 18 and 19 per 1,000 ; but of the 4,286 deaths reported, 213 were due to diphtheria, 21$ to typhoi 1 fever, and 245 to diarrhocal diseases.
The name " Department of Public Safety " is a very good one for educational purposes, and the bureaux placed under it are very properly associated together ; but it would seem as if the bureau having charge of sewer construction might with advantage be classed as pertaining to the public safety. It is true that it is usual to place the construction and maintenance of sewers in the hands of the department having charge of the streets, and thus to entirely separate it from the subject of house drainage and plumbing inspection ; but the two subjects are so closely connected that in many respects it would save time and money if they were inspected and managed by the same officials.
